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PSALM XCVI, g. 


0 wor ſhip the Lord, in the beauty of 
TREE | | 


HERE WY no argument to prove 4 
public worſhip ought to be performed in ſuch 
a manner as is moſt likely to anſwer its own. 
great purpoſe, - the glory of God and the good of man- 
kind, In the words before us we have a ſhort, but 
very comprehenſive, direction to this purpoſe, redu- 

eible to the two nn * 
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I. Trar the Subſtance of pu blic n is 
oline. 


i THAT the Form of it ought to be beautiful, 


Concernin G the former propoſition, no doubt or 
miſunderſtanding can ariſe, it being a truth univerſally 
agreed upon, "that the ultimate end of all laws and in- 
ſtitutions of religion i is to make” flten oh, and, inc con- 


> Til 


ſequence of that, acceptable unto God. eee ee 


TE HE latter propoſit tion, though null true, ge 
require ry few words to explain "and eſtabliſſi it. 
By the for „ Of public worſhip is Ge sdbe sel 
thoſe outward ſigns which' we make uſe of to aſſiſt 6ur 
conceptions, and to engage our attention in the piritual 
exerciſes of devotion. The perfection or beauty! of 
ſigns conliſts it their correſpondenee with che object 
to which they are referred. Wlien, therefore, it is 
aſſerted, that the form of public abs ought fo be 
beautt) ul, the expreſſion primarily ſignifies no more 
than that our worſhip bought to be attended witli fuch 
outward circumſtances as are moſt conducive to the 


1 of holineſs.— But the term. beautiful 
hath 


— wo er ret 


Wo 
| hath alſo. a ſecondary ſenſe, including the particular 
nature of theſe ſigns. Public worſhip, . we know, is 
the moſt important act of human ſocieties, conſiſting 
in their united ; adoration of the , moſt high God. 
The outward act, therefore, of this worſhip ought. to 
correſpond with the public ſenſe both of its importance 
to man; and alſo of that honour which is intended to 


be aſcribed by it to the majeſty of God; that is, in 
other words, it ought. to be beautified. and adorned 


with every degree: of outward excellence and viſible 


perfection. T FOR 1 
2 4 \ — 1 You 
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Uron theſe principles, founded in the plaineſt dic- 


tates of reaſon, approved by the uniyerſal conſent and 


practice of mankind, And, ratified by, the, authority « 
God himſelf, the form of worſhip. in the Chriſti 
church was eſtabliſhed; and, we truſt, is preſerved 
| and entire in the church of which we 83 

5 My preſent intention is to 0. pp, 
3 and, in conformity to the occaſion; of thi 11187 


truth 


folemnity, with a particular view to the uſe of muſic 
in our public ſeryvice. We paſs over. ihe firſt 8 
of We nee 2A$Q1 N beige. Mads Te 


D when the poverty of her friends on the 


One 


* 57 7 


18 1 
ene hand, and on the other” the envy and malice" of 
her enemies, equally forbade her any outward dignity 
or ornament. But no ſooner was ſhe taken under 
the protection of the civil power (when kings became 
her 'mutfing fathers, and queens her nurfing” mothers) 
khan "gt adele, n wor ritiztural 


_ br uber 1255 the "gold of Pr The Akio of 
public worthip were erected in ſplendor and magni- 
ficnce; and whatever reſpected tlie ſervies of God 
received. the utmoſt embelliſhment that pious: libe- 
rality could beſtow; The more elegant arts were 
called in to lend their aſſiſtanee to the completion: 
of this great deſign; and Salpture; Peinrure, and 
Muße oontended in the glorious emulation of aſcrib- 
ing unto the Lord the hononr due unto his name, 
by bringing their reſpective offerings itito-his ebutts. 
Nor muſt it be forgotten, that theſe arts have, in 
ertry age, © owed the degree of perfectiam Which they: 
have poſſeſſed to the encouragement which they have 
received from religion; inſomuch that Wate ver hath 
been moſt excellent in every kind, hath been that 
which was undertaken at. TIO eee and ——_ 
ie: caged nice. rgbliv | 2.2 0 7 
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BuT alas! it FG Mat in this. _ as it NOR in 
all, where nature or religion only point out the gene- 
ral obligation of duty, leaving to man's own choice 
the means of execution. For that ſober ſpirit of 
piety, which conceived the deſign of | beſtowing, gut- 
ward dignity and grace to the form of Chriſtian 
worſhip, having no expreſs pattern, whereunto to 
direct and Wherebyf to ruſtrain its operations, fagn 


degenerated into nan Winton» affectation of gaudy 


pageantry and fantaſtic: profuſion of expence. It had 
been ſtrange, if religion; thus debaſed and deſormed 
with eyery abſurd foppery, that-,foly: could invent 
or venity beſtow, had retained her proper influence 
and authority over the minds of men. Accordingly 
we find, that inſtead of inſpiring and ange 
that. godly fear, which 5 penfacteth holineſs, her power 


extended ino farrhet: than to, generate that daſtandly ter- 


ror Which trayaileth with . Super/t;tion; and) bringeth 
7 forth, Tdulatry... Wẽ have before mentioned Sculpture, 
Peinture, and, Mufie, as retained i n the ſervice of reli- 


Lion: let us briefly conſider then: 2, 25 they ſtood a 
to her intereſts in this day of trouble and rebuke, and 


the part which each of them took reſpeRtively, whe- 
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ther to affiſ or to __— her, in the work of Re- 


formation. 


BenoLD then Sculpture, allied by nature to Religions 
greateſt enemy, openly revolted from her duty, and 
boldly lifting up the banner of Idolatry!. / ſeduced by her 


example, Peinture meditates rebellion, unable, with all 


her flattery, to diſemble her real diſaffeRtion. - N ot ſo, 


Mn?! d „ SIT EA | 


My ic, —by Inclination as well as as [ Dy the conſtans 


and faithful ſervant of Religion: ſteady and unſhaken 


in her allegiance, amidſt this general defection; and 


ambitic us of no higher honour | than that of mini- 
tring | in the courts | of the Lord's houſe. —There 
would 1 now repreſent. her unto . 2ealouſly in- 
tent vpon her duty, engaging an ane d unitir ng, every vir- 
tuous affeQtion i in the prailc 8 of the moſt High, r 
But I am too well aware, how far the undertaking. 


exceedeth my abilities : bor if ſuch is the natural 


and unaſſiſted influence of Muſic on the human 


frame, as hath prevailed on ſome to conclude the 


foul itſelf to be Harmony, what force of words 
| - can 


[ 11 
can equal her power when the goeth forth in the 


ſtrength of the Lord, or what ſweetneſs of compo- 
ſition emulate her tranſcendent lovelineſs when the 


praiſes of God are in her mouth? 54 a [tt 
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SHALL Religion then, when reſtored to 2 au- 
thority, have no reſpect to this moſt amiable and 
uſeful ſervant) When the "maketh inquilation 87 
her violated Majeſty ſhall. the, with undiſtin nguiſh- 
ing ſeverity, confound the innocent with the guilty 3 ?, 
No,—let the Rebel, Sculpture, be for ever baniſh- 
ed from her preſence, Let Peinture ſuffer the "the de- 
ſerved diſgrace of her wavering and lupedted box 0 
But let Myfic continue to enjoy the honours and 
emoluments of that important office to which Reli- 
gion had before aſſigned her. Let her continue to 
miniſter daily in the temple, binding the ſacrifice of 
our praiſe and thankſgiving to the horns of the altar, 
and kindling that holy flame of devotion, on which * 


TY, Angels 


* JUDGES xiii, 20. 


0 themſelves Bi 60 U upnted to thehro e 
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Or this fort is te waned bur church 
makketh for the uſe of müſic im her ſervice. If in 
things indifferent” the Word of | od Kiveth bo ber 
the choĩce of Ber own ordinances, the Lau 

of nde cannot be called in een beende G God 
hath no where forbade it. To thote.” therefore, who 
1 object to its expedience, condemning it as a remnant 
* of popiſh ſuperſtition; ſhe pleadeth cuſtom, mgre agyjont 
dan che art of papal ufurpation,, But, if there, be 
any ho object to its uſe, on no better grounds than | 
their own natural inability to. perceive its influence, 
thoſe! ſhe can only regard, with, that, compaſſionate 
ſorrow which the uu Oo! her in up N 
is born blind. AA tv u poinyon yd Newfie 
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Tuvs far, in compliance with the inſtitution of 
this ſolemnity conſidered as 4 friendly appeal to our 
brethren | 


T 23 1 
brethren of the ſeparation for the efficacy and ex- 
pedience of Muſic in our church, and a kind invi- 
tation to them to taſte that heavenly rapture which 
it giveth. to Devotion. And it is no unreaſonable 
preſumption, that the prejudices of many have been 


happily removed by this our charitable endeavour, /@ 


that falling gown, they have glad y joined in gur 
form of public worſhip, and e that God is 
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Bor it is time to betake ayer: to nge more 
cheat concern of y own office and employment 
on this occaſion, to exhort you to the juſt i improve- 
ment of that divine ſympathy with which the potvers 
of Muſic have united your ſouls. and to intreat 
you to give the finiſhing hand to this beauty of 
holineſs, by crowning it with MERC * nn 
kindnefs, | 


D Give 
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and helpleſs Orphans of our depatted- brethten; the 
miniſters and ſtewards of tie myſteries or "G84, en 
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LWIIIL not hazard your diſpleaſure by reminding 
you of their juſt pretenſions to your eſttem and 
love, ariſing from their /piritual relation to you. — 
1 preſume nat to crave your charity on any other 
grounds than thoſe of our common n and com- 
mon humanity. » 
„eee for a few moments, the general 
feſtivity, and viſit with me one of theſe affficted 
families, where the diſconſolate Widow fits bewail- 
ing the death of a virtuous and affectionate Huſ- 
ban —— * Thy rebuke, 0 God? 4 N broken her Mare 


T s 1 
be it Aue of beavineſ : oe luketh for Jome fo 
© have Yao ve: there is u man, neither 

a camfore 
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Bs REAVED at nee of the beloved; 3 friend of her fi 
boſom, and deſtitute of every means for her ſupport, 10 
how is the bitterneſs. of her ſoul increaſed. by that 
numerous family of helpleſs Orphans, who llicit at 
her hands) their — but alas! bom tolbetter 
hopes, and brought up under the Hattering encou- 
ragement of An her hands know not 
how to labour for them; and that ingenuous ſhame 
which is inſeparable} from virtuous poverty, forbid- 
eth her to publiſh her diſtreſs —Look well upon 
her, I beſeech you, and tell me whether, among 
all the, changes and, chances of life, a more affech. 
ing ſcene. of miſery ever preſented cle, before 


Sint! 
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In . 3 be e gy in Chr, wed 

if any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the | 
D 2 | ppirit, 


generdus pity decend upon the: e &f | 
netven, eden as the drops that Water the parched 
ein Bleffed and eee poſſeſſion 
ot aue ee — of zodlin&fs, tet the power 


I pray you, your own At Dufpoſe-/ in 

together before the Lord, and return t0./your- houſes 
with the heart-rejoicing comfort of having delivered 
the pot and fatherle(s; and; auſcd. the "PTY, - heart 
eld fortjoyuh ie o ent foray 


r 0 * 8 ft ge h 55 15 
* dor y. brethren, of. e Cer le it 
28 »b oe Ys: TN; 
be our za care, * it is our Ae duty, to 
countenance, promote and aſſiſt this labour of Love, 


© by gladly partalcing. abn. e have Qppo! 
* of miniſtæation, and zealouſſy ſtirring up 
"the charitable bene volence of others by the engaging 


influence 


[ unity in the 
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id yarved 20 notmas pnioioin-1155d ad die 


| doeth, offereth up a true and acceptable ſacrifioe unto; | | | 


1 Dod, Who in the great day ef account will treat men 
upon their own terms, having mercy on the 3 
| and being inexorable to thoſe, who. have 
| their bowels of com ſt their fellow-creav; 
| tures... In order, therefore, to our thus pl 3 


1 
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let us wiſely tranſmit our ſubſtance into thoſe. hea= = 
; 3 venly treaſures, where neither moth nor ruſt doth | 

= corrupt, but where it ſhall be. 
| vantage under the CusToDY or GoD HIMSELF." = 
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